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Art Unit: 2621 

DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed March 1 0, 2009 have been fully considered but 

they are not persuasive. 

The Applicant argues that Wistendahl fails to disclose the start time 
and end time of the moving visual object as well as failing to disclose 
"mask data". The Examiner respectfully disagrees. Wistendahl discloses 
in paragraphs [0032] and [0033] that the object mapping data includes the 
frame addresses as well as the pixel coordinates of where the object is in 
those frames. By providing the frame addresses that include the object it 
thereby discloses the start and end times that the object is reproduced 
because the frames are linked to display times. Furthermore the claim is 
broad enough to read the frames as being using to dictate the start and 
end times because the claim not limit the definition of the start and end 
times. Furthermore, the object mapping data includes the data for "hot 
spots" (masks) thereby meeting the limitation of including mask data. 
Therefore, Wistendahl meets the claimed limitations and the rejection is 
maintained. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

3. Claims 1 -1 5, 25-32, and 43-57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as 
being anticipated by Wistendahl et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 
2002/0056136). 

Regarding claim 1, Wistendahl et al. discloses a video data 
reproduction apparatus comprising: a first determination unit configured to 
determine whether or not related information related to the moving visual 
object overlaid on video data contents is selected, the object related 
information including a start time at which the moving visual object 
appears in the video data contents and an end time at which the moving 
visual object disappears in the video data contents (Figs. 5B and 9 
paragraphs [0032], [0033], [0053], [0097]); a first acquisition unit 
configured to acquire the start time and end time from the object related 
information, if the first determination unit determines that the object related 
information is selected (paragraphs [0032], [0033], [0053] and [0054]); and 
a reproduction unit configured to reproduce the moving visual object and 
the video data contents from the start time to the end time (Fig. 4 - 
reproduction unit; Figs. 5B and 9 paragraphs [0032], [0033], [0053], 
[0097]). 

Regarding claim 2, Wistendahl et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 1 as well as the apparatus 
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further comprising a mask unit configured to mask a mask area except for 
the moving visual object (Fig. 5A - paragraph [0049]. 

Regarding claim 3, Wistendahl et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 1 and 2 including that the 
mask unit comprises a second acquisition unit configured to acquire mask 
data, the mask data containing mask start time for masking the mask area 
and mask end time for masking the mask area (Fig. 5A; paragraphs [0032] 
and [0033]). 

Regarding claim 4, Wistendahl et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 1 as well as the apparatus 
further comprising a balloon unit configured to display such a balloon on 
the moving visual object (paragraph [0097]). 

Regarding claim 5, Wistendahl et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 1 including that the object 
related information data further contains identification information for 
identifying the moving visual object, and the first acquisition unit acquiring 
the start time referring to the identification information (Figs. 5B and 5C; 
paragraphs [0053] and [0054]). 

Regarding claim 6, Wistendahl et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 1 and 2 including that the start 
time and the identification information are prepared in each moving visual 
object (Figs. 5B and 5C; paragraphs [0053] and [0054]). 
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Regarding claim 7, Wistendahl et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 1 including that the 
reproduction unit comprises a third acquisition unit configured to acquire 
object data indicative of movement of the moving visual object (Fig. 5C; 
paragraph [0054]). 

Regarding claim 8, Wistendahl et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 1 and 7 including that the 
object data contains shape data indicative of shapes of the moving visual 
object at a plurality of points in time during a certain period of time (Fig. 
5C; paragraph [0054]). 

Regarding claim 9, Wistendahl et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 1 and 7 including that the 
object data contains order data for determining an order in which a 
plurality of moving visual objects are superposed if the plurality of moving 
visual objects appear in the video data contents (as can be seen from Fig 
9 - different objects are superposed over other ones and to do this 
correctly the object data has to contain the order). 

Regarding claim 10, Wistendahl et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 1 and 7 including that the 
object data contains balloon data indicative of information related to a 
balloon image (paragraph [0097]). 

Regarding claim 11, Wistendahl et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 1 and 7 as well as the 
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apparatus further comprising a waiting unit configured to keep the object 
data in a waiting state in which the moving visual object can be 
reproduced, the reproduction unit reproducing the object data kept in the 
waiting state, if the first determination unit determines that the object 
related information is selected (Figs. 4 and 9; [0040] and [0097]). 

Regarding claim 12, Wistendahl et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 1 including that the 
reproduction unit comprises: a fourth acquisition unit configured to acquire 
a present reproduction time of the video data contents; and a reproduction 
unit configured to reproduce of the moving visual object when the 
reproduction time reaches the start time (Fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 13, Wistendahl et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 1 as well as the apparatus 
further comprising: a designation unit configured to designate a space- 
time position in the video data contents, the space-time position being 
determined from a time and a position; a second determination unit 
configured to determine whether or not the space-time position is 
positioned in the moving visual object; and an execution unit configured to 
execute a particular processing if the second determination unit 
determines that the space-time position is positioned in the moving visual 
object (Figs. 5A and 5B; paragraphs [0048]-[0053]). 

Regarding claim 14, Wistendahl et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 1 and 13 including that the 
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execution unit executes the particular processing including jumping to a 
certain linked page (paragraphs [0084] and [0097]). 

Regarding claim 15, Wistendahl et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 1 and 13 including that the 
execution unit executes the particular processing including a processing 
related to the moving visual object (Fig. 4). 

Regarding claims 25-32, these are method claims corresponding to 
the apparatus claims 1-4, 7, and 11-13. Therefore, claims 25-32 are 
analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with respect to claims 1-4, 
7, and 11-13. 

Regarding claim 43, Wistendahl et al. discloses a video data 
reproduction apparatus which reproduces moving visual object, the 
moving visual object being overlaid on video data contents, the video data 
reproduction apparatus comprising: a first acquisition unit configured to 
acquire schedule data which includes a start time at which the moving 
visual object appears in the video data contents and an end time at which 
the moving visual object disappears in the video data contents (Figs. 5A- 
5C; paragraphs [0049]-[0054]); a first acquisition unit configured to acquire 
schedule data which includes a start time and the end time at which the 
object appears in the video data contents (Fig. 5B - paragraph [0053]); a 
second acquisition unit configured to acquire the start time from the 
schedule data (Figs. 5A-5C; paragraphs [0049]-[0054]); and a 
reproduction unit configured to reproduce the moving visual object and the 
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video data contents from the start time and the end time (Fig. 4 - 
reproduction unit). 

Regarding claims 44-57, grounds for rejecting claims 2-15 apply to 
claims 44-57 in their entirety. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

5. Claims 16, 17, 33, 58, and 59 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Wistendahl et al. as applied to claims 1 and 25 above, 
and further in view of Minor et al. (U.S. Patent 5,740,252). 

Regarding claim 16, Wistendahl et al. discloses all the limitations as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 1 including that the apparatus is 
associated with a server, further comprising: a connection unit configured 
to connect the apparatus to the server which distributes display data 
related to a display of the video data contents (Fig. 3; paragraph [0084]). 
However, Wistendahl et al. fails to disclose a certification unit configured 
to perform a certification between the apparatus and the server; a third 
determination unit configured to determine whether or not the certification 
has succeeded; a fifth acquisition unit configured to acquire the display 
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data from the server if the determination unit determines that the 
certification has succeeded; and a fourth determination unit configured to 
determine whether or not the display data should be certified. 

Referring to the Minor et al. reference, Minor et al. discloses an 
apparatus connected to a server further comprising: a connection unit 
configured to connect the apparatus to the server which distributes display 
data related to a display of the video data contents; a certification unit 
configured to perform a certification between the apparatus and the 
server; a third determination unit configured to determine whether or not 
the certification has succeeded; a fifth acquisition unit configured to 
acquire the display data from the server if the determination unit 
determines that the certification has succeeded; and a fourth 
determination unit configured to determine whether or not the display data 
should be certified (Fig. 6; col. 7, line 58 - col. 8, line 23). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to have modified the apparatus 
disclosed by Wistendahl et al. by including security information when 
accessing a server as disclosed by Minor et al. in order to protect the data 
being transmitted as well as the apparatus reproducing the data being 
transmitted. 

Regarding claim 17, Wistendahl et al. in view of Minor et al. 
discloses all the limitations as previously discussed with respect to claims 
1 and 16 including that the display data is at least one of the object related 
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data, object data indicative of movement of the object, and mask data 
containing mask start time for masking a mask area and mask end time 
for masking the mask area (Wistendahl et al.: Figs. 4 and 9). 

Regarding claim 33, this is a method claim corresponding to the 
apparatus claim 16. Therefore, claim 33 is analyzed and rejected as 
previously discussed with respect to claim 16. 

Regarding claims 58 and 59, grounds for rejecting claims 16 and 17 
apply to claims 58 and 59 in their entirety. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to HEATHER R. JONES whose telephone 
number is (571)272-7368. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - 
Thurs.: 7:00 am - 4:30 pm, and every other Fri.: 7:00 am - 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Heather R Jones 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2621 

HRJ 

June 19, 2009 
/Thai Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



